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Current Grants/Projects 

• Simpson, R., & Myles, B. K. (2003-2007). Center for Educating and Providing Early Intervention 
Services to Children with Autism and Autism Spectrum Disorders. U.S. Department of Education. 
$475,000. 
The Professional Development in Autism program is comprised of six universities in the United 
States, including the University of Kansas. This US Department of Education project has as its 
purpose the preparation of competent professionals in fields related to the education of children 
and youth with autism spectrum disorders. Teams of professionals from regional school districts 
receive training and support from the University of Kansas on effective practice and evidence-
based methodology appropriate for educating individuals with autism and related disabilities.  



• Smith, S., Knowlton, E., Myles, B. K., & Miller, J. (2007-2008) Animated Visual Supports for Social 
Skills (AViSSS). Office of Special Education Programs - U.S. Department of Education. $400,000 
For this OSEP Steppingstones Technology Development project, investigators will apply virtual 
reality (VR) technology in the form of photo-realistic, animated computer simulations to augment 
social skills interventions for students with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). The project's 
workscope involves collaboration with a panel of ASD experts in writing and validating 10 social 
narrative "scenarios," which are then imported into programmed finite machine state (FMS) 
packages. FMS packages allow end-users to select a social predicament, witness it unfolding, and 
interact with it. Upon completion of the scenarios, the investigators will beta test the prototype using 
expert-appraisal procedures with the intent of rapid-prototyping for eventual marketing and 
dissemination during an eventual Phase II Steppingstones follow-up grant.rn 
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• 2003-2008 Project Coordinator, Center for Educating and Providing Early Intervention Services to 
Children with Autism and Autistic Spectrum Disorders: Center for Training: Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, University of Washington, Seattle, WA (and others)  
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